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supported his request to be attached (D.G.H. did this for him] to
the British Museum Expedition about to excavate Carchemish,
on the upper Euphrates. He worked for the British Museum for
some years, and for the P.E.F.1 for some weeks in 1914. On the
outbreak of war he was appointed (by D.G.H.) to the Geographical
Section of the General Staff, in the W.O.'
After the War.

*L was attached (with regret) to the British Delegation during
the Peace Conference. Afterwards he resided for a (constipated)
year in All Souls. In 1921 he was made Adviser to the Colonial
Secretary (Mr. Winston Churchill) upon Arab affairs, & as such
(silently) attended the Cairo Conference, & passed some (un-
comfortable) later months in Palestine. In 1922 he resigned this
appointment to enlist in the R.A.F. in which (after some interim
misfortunes) he was still serving in 1926.*

I'm sorry. It's the Encyc. not the D.N.B. and they probably
want only four lines. Don't over-stress the war period. As it
fades into distance, the war becomes a small affair.              T.E.S.

28l : TO J. B. ACRES2
15.1.26
Dear Acres, Your letter upon Dostoevsky was most excellent
I've always believed him the greatest of the Russians: though he
never achieved an epic like War and Peace. He never aimed at the
epic manner. When I'm forced to describe The [Brothers}
Karamazov in a word I say 'A fifth gospel'. It is that intense pre-
occupation with supra-moral goodness, Christ-like-ness, which
marks him so strongly. An epileptic and ex-convict, he drew
always from his own experience and feelings. That's why his
books are full of neuroses: and his characters so often criminal.
There is a sameness too: for D. lived over-much within himself.
Not many people are happy enough to strike the balance between
inside and outside, and achieve a harmony.
Gide's book on Dostoevsky was not good.  He tried
1 Palestine Exploration Fund.
1 Of the Oxford University Air Squadron, He had been at Cranwell.